
A letter to the Players 

When I started to play as a kid in my home town Prijepolje, I was inspired by watching our 

national team and its best players.  

I’ll never forget the thrill of watching Yugoslavian National team in action and I knew 

from an early age that I wanted to be like them and to earn the chance to represent my 

country at EuroBasket, the World Cup and the Olympic Games, and was blessed to be 

able to do so. 

There is always something magical about putting on the national jersey. It’s about being 

part of the team not only on the court but way beyond. Representing your country is the 

ultimate honor and I know that many of you feel the same way. 

In all parts of the world, national team games create audiences like nothing else can. 

They drive interest and encourage youngsters to play the game, creating the pipeline of 

talent which is so important for the future of the sport. 

But for a long time the impact in basketball has been limited because national teams 

could go years without playing a home game.  Fans could not see local stars and 

experience all the excitement of their national team playing on home soil. Major 

tournaments were played by only few countries and only at one time in the year, limiting 

media coverage and public interest. 

The new competition format which comes into effect this November has been designed 

to not only take the Basketball World Cup away from other summer sports events, 

starting with the move from 2018 to 2019, but also to ensure national teams play in front 

of their home crowds. This system will create synergies with club competitions, helping 

the whole basketball family.  

For players, the new calendar means that, for the first time, they will have one free 

summer in every four-year cycle, reducing the pressure and providing the time needed to 

rest and recover from an already arduous schedule.  

This, together with the ability to change rosters for each game of the Qualifiers and with 

the preparation time for main tournaments limited to a maximum of 28 days, means an 

overall reduction in the players´ workload for national teams. 

It is really important that the new global calendar will also create opportunities and help 
develop new talent by enabling younger players from more countries to play 
international basketball. More games against good opposition means a chance to 
enhance skills and raise overall playing standards. 
 
I see the new calendar as a win-win for Players, Fans, National Federations, Leagues, 
Clubs,… for all actors of the game and, ultimately, for the sport we all love!  
For all those reasons, I encourage all players to support it so they can experience the 
same kind of unique basketball career like the one I had the chance to enjoy.  
 

Vlade Divac  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prijepolje

